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RESCUE ROUNDUPS
The final months of winter brought
RCM-SAR crews a wide variety of
rescues, from the typical to the totally
unexpected.
Station 29 Ladysmith—February 5
An RCM-SAR Station 29 Ladysmith crew were kept busy
on a cold Wednesday in February by a damaged sailing vessel
that led to two separate taskings.
At 12:15 p.m., RCM-SAR 29 was tasked to investigate a
sailing vessel reported to be badly listing in Ladysmith Harbour. Coxswain Robert Hoban and crew members Michael
Cormier and Donald Egeli, who had been securing their vessel after a training run, quickly headed out to the harbour and
arrived at the stricken sailboat eight minutes later.

The mast was raked far astern and a closer investigation
revealed that the forward stay had broken and the mast had
fallen back and was held only by side stays. Because no one
was on board the vessel and it was not deemed an immediate danger, the crew contacted the owner from the sailboat’s
posted contact card and left him a voicemail describing the
damage to his vessel. The crew then returned to base.
At 3:30 p.m. that same day, RCM-SAR 29 Ladysmith
was tasked again to assist the same sailing vessel. The vessel’s
owner was now onboard and was attempting to secure his
vessel but was unable to do so because of the vessel’s condition as well as rough wave conditions and high winds.
The Ladysmith crew was authorized by JRCC to tow the
vessel to the nearby marina and towing commenced at 3:50
p.m. By 4:08 p.m., the crew had secured the sailboat at the
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Station 29 members had a truly
busy day on February 5—on top of
the training run
and the rescue,
their new Type I
vessel (pictured
above) had arrived
for sea trials that
same day. See page
11 for more on
Ladysmith’s new
vessel.
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Ladysmith Marina. The sailboat’s owner was showing signs
of hypothermia (the air temperature at the time was -3°C), so
one of the crew took him to the station’s boathouse to warm
up while the rest of the crew properly secured the mast in a
safe position with adequate lashings to prevent the mast from
falling.
Once it was determined that the sailboat’s owner was in
good condition and the sailboat was secure, the crew returned
to base just before 5:00 p.m.

Station 14 Gibsons—March 29
A pair of kite boarders ran into some foul weather recently
but thanks to RCM-SAR Station 14 Gibsons they didn’t
come to any serious harm.
On March 29 at 12:15 p.m. the Gibsons station was tasked
to assist two kite boarders who were struggling towards shore
at Davis Bay in strong winds and rough seas. Coxswain Gord
Cudlipp and crew members Pierre Gagne and Neil Ripley set
out in their station’s RHIB shortly after receiving the call and
arrived at Davis Bay at approximately 12:50 p.m.
Once on scene they spotted an ambulance on shore as well
as a crew member from RCM-SAR Station 12 Halfmoon
Bay, who had a mobile radio with him. He told the Gibsons
crew that the boarders were onshore about two cables away
and that they needed to be recovered and brought to the ambulance. The crew then set off down the beach and located the
boarders just after 1:00 p.m.
Both surfers and their equipment were loaded onto the
Gibsons vessel. Both appeared mildly hypothermic, so they
were wrapped in blankets and quickly returned to the am-

Both kite
boarders
were mildly
hypothermic
so they were
wrapped
in blankets
and quickly
taken to an
ambulance.
bulance, where a crew member escorted them to the waiting
paramedics.
Once MCTS (Marine Communications and Traffic Services) Victoria was given an update on the status of the boarders,
the crew set out once again, this time to look for a missing
chute from one of the boarders. RCM-SAR 12 Halfmoon
Bay arrived on scene at this time and also began searching for
the chute.
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After about 15 minutes of searching in increasing winds
and rougher waters the crew decided to end their search and
head back to base. RCM-SAR 12 continued their search
for about 20 more minutes, with no success. As the chute
was deemed not a significant risk to navigation the crew was
stood down at 1:50 p.m.

Station 37 Sooke—March 31
A routine rescue turned out to have a bit of a twist for
RCM-SAR Station 37 Sooke.
On March 31 at 10:24 a.m., RCM-SAR 37 was tasked
to assist a grounded vessel northeast of Billings Spit. What
made the call unusual was the type of vessel that needed
help—a custom cedar Spanish-style longboat. This particular
vessel had three masts, oar locks for rowing and a large stern
rudder for steering, as well as a deep “v” hull. The vessel had
been grounded for approximately 30 minutes and, while none
of the eight passengers aboard appeared to be in distress, the
grounding had been reported by concerned citizens.
At 10:40 a.m., coxswain Jason van der Valk and crew members Stephen Dinn, Britton Jacob-Schram, Ron Neitsch and
Rob Roe departed base in the station’s relief vessel the Craig
Dunn, after it was decided that the sandy, shallow bottom of
Billings Spit would best be approached with outboard engines, as opposed to the jets on their Type II vessel.
The crew arrived on scene at 10:45 a.m. and began to assess
the situation and plan the best course of action. The water
was extremely murky and the depth at 200 feet away from the
longboat was 8.4 feet. After raising both engines and proceeding slowly towards the longboat, the Sooke vessel’s bow

touched the sandy bottom, preventing them from getting any
closer. They were able to communicate with the longboat’s
crew at this point, and confirmed that no one was in distress
and that they simply needed assistance getting off the bottom.
Because RCM-SAR 37 could not get any closer, the crew
decided to throw the longboaters a tow line by attaching it to
a heaving line. After three attempts at the 70-foot throw, a
longboat crew member caught the line and secured it to their
vessel.
RCM-SAR 37 began a slow stern tow and was able to pull
the longboat free of the sand. Once both vessels were clear of
Billings Spit and in the Sooke Basin, RCM-SAR 37 stopped
the tow and came alongside the longboat. The longboat crew
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requested a tow back to their base at Sooke Marine Industries, and once approval was received from MCTS Victoria,
towing began again, this time with crew member Britton
Jacob-Schram on the longboat with a portable VHF to facilitate communication.
The rest of the tow was difficult as the approach to the
longboat base is very narrow, but thanks to the Sooke crew’s
skill and local knowledge, the longboat was safely secured to
the dock without damage. The longboat crew appreciated how
difficult the tow was and commented on the Sooke crew’s
professionalism and excellent service. RCM-SAR 37 was
stood down at 11:40 a.m. and returned to base.

RCM-SAR V.I.T.A.L.
Campaign Underway
RCM-SAR recently launched a fundraising campaign to develop a regional
training facility at Glenairley. The V.I.T.A.L. (Volunteers In Training and
Lifesaving) campaign will raise funds to help develop Glenairley into the best
possible learning environment for our members. The vision includes a training
centre (which will house the simulator), a vessel dock and ready room, a nautical resource centre and student accommodations.
Print and video materials have been developed as part of the campaign, and
both feature actual RCM-SAR crew members, including Sooke’s Paul Barrett
(pictured above getting ready for filming). These materials will be distributed to
strategic partners and potential partners who support RCM-SAR’s mission of
saving lives at sea.
If you haven’t seen the video yet (Royal Canadian Marine Search and RescueSaving Lives on the Water) please have a watch on YouTube at:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V0r-gWWd180.
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FLOTSAM
RESCUE & JETSAM
Members in the Media

C

hris Ashurst, coxswain and station leader for Station 45 Masset, made a TV appearance recently on CBC’s news magazine,
The Fifth Estate. The episode was about the debris from the 2011
Japanese tsunami.
Chris works as a parks ranger and part of his job involves scouring the
beaches of Haida Gwaii for tsunami debris, and he describes his experiences finding everything from refrigerators to a massive metal tank from
a Japanese cement plant.
To view the video, please go to:
http://www.cbc.ca/fifth/episodes/2012-2013/second-wave. Chris is
interviewed at around the 33-minute mark.

RCM-SAR Website and Social Media

O

n February 28, RCM-SAR launched a fully revamped public website. It features brand new content, a new layout, easier
navigation, new videos, mission summaries, latest stats, links to
individual stations and other features.
The website is just one piece of RCM-SAR’s online presence, which
also includes Twitter and Facebook pages and a YouTube channel.
The following statistics give an idea of just how far RCM-SAR’s message has spread online:
New website: 5,000 visits (as of April 14)
Twitter followers: 1,721
Facebook posts: read by 566,042 people

Photo Takes Top Prize

R

ecently, RCM-SAR took first prize in a photo contest put on by
Volunteer BC. The contest was part of 2014 National Volunteer
Week and called for photos that captured the theme “Thank a Volunteer: Because Volunteer Work Speaks Volumes.”
According to Volunteer BC, the photo contest is an opportunity for
organizations and individuals to showcase their community spirit and
celebrate and recognize the contributions, dedication and hard work of
their volunteers.
The above photo was taken by RCM-SAR’s Director of Marketing
and Communications Rob Duffus for the region’s V.I.T.A.L. campaign
(details on page 5). Rob’s photo took the top prize, which includes a
$100 donation to RCM-SAR and national-level exposure for the organization. Fantastic work Rob!
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New Vessel Jets into Kitimat
Countless hours of fundraising and preparation finally pay off as RCM-SAR Station 63 Kitimat
takes possession of their new Falkins-class vessel.
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NEW VESSEL
Four years after the idea of a new vessel for the Kitimat area
was proposed RCM-SAR Station 63 Kitimat has a Falkinsclass Type II vessel.
Four members of our station spent the last week of March
going over the vessel in Port Alberni where it was built by
Kamma and Blake Industries. After trucking over to French
Creek and spending a day in Nanaimo we made the run up
to Port Hardy the first day and then up to Kitimat the next
day. We had perfect weather for the open water crossing, and
the vessel running flawlessly made for a great trip—30 knots
at 28 gallons an hour all the way. Running time was about 14
hours.
While the idea of moving to the enclosed vessel was met
with some reluctance by the wind-, rain-, snow-, ice-inyour-face old guys in the station it was the only choice of the
standard vessel types for our area. The cost was intimidating
but the community really pulled together and supported the
project. The BC Gaming Policy and Enforcement Branch
as always was a huge supporter. That great support is made
possible by the relationships that RCM-SAR management
builds and the reputation that all our stations and their volunteers hold. For that, the Kitimat Marine Rescue Society says a
sincere thank you.
Some individuals that we especially want to thank are:
Executive Officer Stan Warlow for his never-ending support;
Vessels Manager Paul Mottershead for giving us a worldclass vessel; Paul and Colin Blake for the attention to detail
and experience they put into construction; Marko Kessler
in Prince Rupert who pre-trained us on the jet drives; Katie
Thornton and her partner for spending a rainy night in Port

The great support we received from BC
Gaming is made possible by the relationships
that RCM-SAR management builds and the
reputation that all our stations and their
volunteers hold.
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Alberni camping to get the decals on our new vessel, and lots
of other people along the way. We have a great organization!
Until our members have come up to speed on the new vessel and final outfitting and registration is complete the vessel
will be off line. We continue to operate with our open RHIB.
It does make it hard when you are leaving on a long call in
the pouring rain to pass by the big shiny new vessel with
the heated cabin and the shock mitigating seats and the full
electronics.

The risk to our volunteers has
been reduced and we are now
able to transport and care for
medical emergencies.
After the Type II goes into operation we will continue to
maintain the RHIB as a spare and training vessel.
Our station boathouse has been modified and the Type II
fits in with a little hanging out the back so for now it seems
we are set to provide more effective marine safety and search
and rescue for the people of Kitimat and Kitamaat Village.
The risk to our volunteers has been reduced and we are now
able to transport and care for medical emergencies.
It’s now time to concentrate on our most important asset—our members. It’s obvious that the new vessel needs
more crew and higher levels of training to operate it. With
the fundraising and vessel acquisition finished we can now
concentrate on building the team.
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We have recently recruited some very good members who
are now starting to learn the skills required to make them a
safe and effective crew. With the advanced standards required

for the vessel and its maintenance needs we are glad to have
them.
Duncan Peacock
Station 63 Kitimat
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A Community Welcome

Photo: Mike Cormier

Save the date! Ladysmith prepares to
officially welcome its newest rescue
resource—an RCM-SAR Type I vessel.
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On Saturday, June 7, RCM-SAR Station 29 Ladysmith will
officially dedicate their new Type I vessel at the Ladysmith
Maritime Society Community Marina. The ceremony will
take place during the Ladysmith Maritime Society’s summer festival and will be a highlight of this annual community
event. All RCM-SAR members and interested members of
the public are cordially invited to attend.
The nine-metre outboard rigid hull inflatable was brought
to Ladysmith in February after two years of fundraising by
the Ladysmith & District Marine Rescue Society and will be

operated by the Ladysmith crews of RCM-SAR Station 29.
It is currently undergoing sea trials and will enter into service
with RCM-SAR once the trials are complete and the crew
members have completed the necessary training.
For more details on the dedication, please contact Brian
Cromp at cromp@shaw.ca.
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South Island SAREx

Three of RCM-SAR’s south island stations conducted a full
day of on-water training recently, bringing together 32 crew
members and six vessels in the Strait of Juan de Fuca, south
of Race Rocks.
The training exercise, which included stations 33 Oak Bay,
35 Victoria and 37 Sooke, took place on March 30 and had
two parts. The morning consisted of a crew debrief followed

by towing practice, in which three groups of two vessels
refined their towing skills in what turned out to be windy and
choppy conditions.
Afternoon training consisted of a SAREx (search and rescue exercise) which had all crew and vessels working together
in a mass-rescue scenario in which two vessels had collided
and eight persons were injured. Injuries ranged from loss of
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TRAINING
life to fractures and people needing various medical interventions. Crews had to set up a triage and work with the injured.
With vessels rafted together, spine boards, spider straps and
first aid kits everywhere the crews did a fantastic job organizing, treating and identifying medical problems and safely
extracting all the injured for safe return to shore.

Ultimately, the day was a huge success that allowed crew
members to learn new skills and share new techniques between stations. Kudos to the Oak Bay, Victoria and Sooke
training officers who organized the event and to all who
participated—these types of events highlight how truly committed our volunteers are to training excellence.
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Training
From Sea
to Sky
RCM-SAR’s North and West Vancouver stations train
with the Royal Canadian Air Force

On Saturday, March 8, RCM-SAR stations 1 West Vancouver and 2 North Vancouver participated in a joint helicopter
hoisting exercise with members of the Royal Canadian Navy
and Royal Canadian Air Force.
The exercise began with all participants meeting up at
HMCS Discovery for a pre-briefing where all crews were able

to tour both vessels and the helicopter so no surprises were
encountered underway.
Following the briefing, all assets transited to a location off
Cates Park at the bottom end of Indian Arm where several
hoisting evolutions were carried out between helicopter and
both vessels. Additional crew members from both stations
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were able to watch the exercise from shore.
The exercise objectives were:
• to familiarize RCM-SAR coxswains with helicopter
hoisting operations,
• to familiarize RCAF crews with Falkins-class vessels so
best practises and operational limits (landing areas of
the vessel) were appropriate, and
• to familiarize two RCM-SAR coxswains with onboard
helicopter operations as observers from the helicopter
during the exercise.
For more images, please visit RCM-SAR’s Facebook Gallery. Station 2 North Vancouver crew member Bob Muir put
together a great video slideshow of this event as well. Well
done, Bob! Click here to view the video slideshow on
YouTube.

Crew Member of the Month
RCM-SAR is proud to recognize Meredith Adams as our first Crew Member of the Month. Meredith is an outstanding member and soon-to-be
station leader of Station 45 Masset.

More about Meredith:
•
•
•
•

five-year station member
three-year deputy station leader
coxswain
Massett Marine Rescue Society supporter

Training:
•
•
•
•

Master 60-tonne certificate
SARNav 2 (simulator training)
RHIOT-certified coxswain
international crewing experience

Other:
•
•
•

owns Spark! Sustainable Energy Solutions on Haida Gwaii
runs rentals on her property on the beach
mother of a six-year-old son

From Meredith’s Station Leader Chris Ashurst:
Meredith is extremely well-respected in our community as a leader and a ferociously hard worker. She is always ready to lend her neighbours a hand, whether
that’s helping to raise a wind turbine or to build a cabin or rescuing them from a stormy Dixon Entrance at a moment’s notice.
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Prince Rupert Station Leader Honoured for Community Commitment
On March 15, Prince Rupert Station
Leader Marko Kessler was awarded the
prestigious Paul Harris Fellow Award
by the Rotary Club of Prince Rupert at
their annual Rotary Foundation Dinner and Auction. The award recognizes
all Marko has done for his community
through his volunteer work with RCMSAR and was presented by The Honourable Steven L. Point and Rotarian
Bob Blacker.
While Marko is not a rotary member
himself, he was nominated by a fellow
RCM-SAR crew member/Rotarian
and his nomination was wholeheartedly supported by the rest of the Prince
Rupert station members. Marko’s list
of RCM-SAR accomplishments is a
long one (see sidebar next page) but the
reason he was chosen for this award can
best be summed up by his fellow station
members:
Marko demands a commitment from
other volunteers—not by his words,
but by his deeds. More specifically, he
shows up—for everything.
Sunday mornings, rain or shine,

Marko (centre)
receives his award
from The Honourable Steven L.
Point (left) and
Rotary Past District Governor Bob
Blacker.
Marko can be found at the SAR dock
down at Fairview Terminal, rolling up
his sleeves, getting dirty and guiding
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new volunteers through the less-glamorous side of marine search and rescue:
maintaining and cleaning the boat and

MEMBER RECOGNITION
conducting inventory checks on the various first aid and
search and rescue supplies.
Marko is an experienced coxswain, and training officer.
He does not just train locally, but visits with stations in Lax
Kwa’alams, Kitkatla, Kitimat and Masset.
Marko does all of this volunteer work so that he (and his
team) has the opportunity to help when needed. We are very
proud and lucky to have Marko as a member of our team!
Congratulations to Marko on receiving this prestigious
award!

Marko Kessler • Station 64
Marko has been a member of RCMSAR’s Prince Rupert station for 7.2
years. He is an ARTE team member, an ROC (Maritime)
instructor, a coxswain, and his station’s leader, training
officer and administrator.
RCM-SAR STATISTICS: TRAINING (PARTIAL LIST)
Hamilton jet maintenance
Incident command system (level 100)
International coxswain course
Master Limited 60 ton
RHIOT

SARnav
SEN-Limited
Station trainer
TC STCW basic safety
First aid marine basic

Marine SAR
Volunteers
Card No. 1

IN OUR COMMUNITIES

Prince Rupert Station
Voted Best of the City

Proud crew members Jennifer Robb
(left) and Shelby
O’Brien.

Congratulations are due to RCM-SAR’s Station 64 Prince
Rupert, which was named their community’s volunteer organization of the year.
The honour was announced during the Prince Rupert and
District Chamber of Commerce Business Excellence Awards
Gala Dinner, which took place on March 1.
The Business Excellence Awards are presented annually
to local businesses and organizations “that have gone above
and beyond over the past year to make our city a better place
to live, work and play,” according to the Chamber’s website.
The awards are voted on by the citizens of Prince Rupert; five
finalists are chosen in each of 13 categories and then a winner
is decided by another public vote.
The volunteer organization of the year award recognizes an
outstanding community or charitable organization that operates primarily through the use of volunteers. As a vital part of
their community, Station 64 members can take pride in being
recognized by their fellow citizens for all of the work they do.

Deputy Station
Leader Amber
Sheasgreen poses
with the station’s
award.
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A Very Special Event
RCM-SAR Station 12
Halfmoon Bay members
took part in an extra
special “special event”
recently—the wedding of
two of their fellow station
members!
Here, the bride Nicole
Wenn (née Brennan)
shares some of the details
about her husband Mark’s
and her special day
and the role the station
played in their wedding
and in their lives.
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Congratulations on your wedding! When and
where did it take place?
Mark and I got married on March 22, 2014 at Rockwater
Secret Cove Resort out here on the Sunshine Coast.
When and where did you meet? Was it through
RCM-SAR?
Mark and I met four years ago on the May long weekend
while camping with some friends. We did not meet through
the organization, but I was extremely proud of Mark for
making the decision to be a part of RCM-SAR. I wanted to
dedicate my spare time to a good cause too, but nursing at the
hospital on shift work wouldn’t allow me to be on the vessel.
A few of the other members told me about the society end, so
I started doing all the fundraising for them, and I absolutely
love it!
What roles do both of you play in the station?
Mark is a coxswain, deputy station leader and training
manager. I am the fundraising operations manager for the
Sunshine Coast Marine Rescue Society.
Your photos make it look like your fellow crew
members showed up in full SAR gear—is that the
case?
The crew was not present at the wedding, as it was family
only. They planned a secret special ops run behind our backs!
They actually surprised us while we were getting pictures
taken outside, which was awesome, because 10 minutes prior
to their arrival we were talking about how cool it would have

been to have the boat and crew here in our wedding pictures.
Rockwater has a dock on site and the team drove the boat
out to us. It was the best wedding gift that our Station 12
family could have given us, as we are both very active members and wish we could have had them all at our wedding, but
the space would not allow it. Them being there, (even though
it was only for 10 minutes) brought tears to both my and
Mark’s eyes, and warmed our hearts.
§
On behalf of RCM-SAR, best wishes to both Nicole and
Mark and kudos to the rest of Station 12 for a successful
operation!
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The crew
being there
brought
tears to
both of our
eyes.

INTERNATIONAL NEWS

Maritime Mass Rescue Conference Set for June
The International Maritime Rescue Federation (IMRF) is
holding its third international conference on maritime mass
rescue operations June 1–3 in Gothenburg, Sweden. The conference, which is hosted by the Swedish Sea Rescue Society,
will focus on developing and sharing practical solutions to the
following challenges:
• Integrating the preparation and planning efforts of all
stakeholders, including industry
• Enhancing incident coordination and establishing supportive response systems
• Improving cohesion between all stakeholders to optimise response capability
The conference will include a mass rescue simulation
exercise, mass rescue case studies and an ‘open space’ opportunity to discuss mass rescue issues with representatives of the
passenger shipping industry, search and rescue authorities and
emergency response.
A number of speakers involved in real mass rescue events
and exercise are slated to attend, including a senior Italian
Coast Guard officer involved in the Costa Concordia cruise
ship mass rescue and Mohammad Mobarak Hossain, second
officer of the Bangladeshi cargo vessel MV Hope, who survived 42 hours in the Andaman Sea after his vessel flipped
sideways.
For more information on the conference, please go to:
http://www.international-maritime-rescue.org/index.php/
pages?view=event&event_id=12.

The IMRF is a global organization that unites and represents the
world’s operational marine rescue services. All member organizations
are united in pursuit of one single humanitarian goal: “Preventing
loss of life in the world’s waters.”
The IMRF oversees the Lifeboat Crew Exchange Programme, which
allows marine SAR volunteers to share knowledge and to learn from
each other through week-long exchanges. Mill Bay’s Dennis Chopko
and Richmond’s Kevin Roberston participated in the programme in
2013 as the first in what will hopefully be a long line of RCM-SAR
representatives.
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Ton trained with Station 2 North Vancouver members (l to r): Bob Muir,
Dan Wright, (Ton), Martyn Shaw and Carlos Sepulveda.

A Royal Christening
for KNRM

Jet Boat Expert Returns to Mentor Crews
A number of RCM-SAR stations got
a boost in training recently when Royal
Netherlands Sea Rescue Institution
(KNRM) Training Manager Ton Haasnoot returned to our coast for three
weeks to lead jet boat and coxswain/
advanced crew training exercises.
Training began on the Island on February 15 with Sooke, Victoria, Oak Bay,
Brentwood, Pender Island, Sidney and
Nanaimo stations all receiving training

during Ton’s first week. For his second week, Ton travelled to
the Lower Mainland and trained crews in West Vancouver,
North Vancouver, Richmond, Delta and Squamish.
On March 1 he returned to the Island and took part in a
weekend-long ARTE (advanced rescue trainer evaluator)
workshop at regional headquarters. His final week was then
spent training crews in Port McNeill, Port Alice, Deep Bay,
Port Alberni and Ucluelet.
This trip was Ton’s third to RCM-SAR, and he was quick
to notice changes within the organization. “In general, I see
a huge growth within RCM-SAR, which is also reflected
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Ton has returned home to the Netherlands, but his schedule remains
hectic. Most notably, he will be present on April 2 when the KNRM’s
newest lifeboat, Nh1816, will be
christened by Queen Máxima of the
Netherlands at the KNRM’s headquarters in IJmuiden.
This vessel is the first of a new
class of all-weather lifeboat developed specifically for the KNRM. The
lifeboat is 19.3 metres in length and
is designed and equipped for search
and rescue (including a hydraulic rescue platform) as well as small-vessel
fire fighting.

INTERNATIONAL NEWS
in the training,” says Haasnoot. Much
of the training he provided this time
focused on signing off coxswain-level
crew members, which in turn will allow
coxswains to sign off advanced crew.
This will help ensure that all RCMSAR crew members are given proper
designations based on their training and
experience.
Overall, Ton’s trip was a great success and of much benefit to RCM-SAR
crew members in terms of the training
they received and the ideas that grew
from the ARTE workshop. As Ton
states, “Ideas came out of the workshop
that could translate to a program that
not only provides RCM-SAR with a
broader ARTE team, but benefits the
whole organization in terms of better knowledge, leading to even more
improved operations.”

Howe Sound Dolphins Delight a
Global Audience

RCM-SAR Station 1 West Vancouver members had a once-in-a-lifetime experience while out
training on the evening of March 13. Coxswain Ian Grantham and crew members Vanessa Abbott,
Bruce Ballingall, Rob Frost and Roger Wagstaff began their navigation/shoreline search and recovery
exercise in Howe Sound at around 9:00 p.m. They were between Fisherman’s Cove and Bowen Island
when approximately 200 white-sided dolphins surrounded the vessel.
According to coxswain Grantham, the dolphins began chasing the vessel. “They were jumping in
and out of the wake, flipping around, going under the boat, having a lot of fun. They were around us
for about 10 [to] 15 minutes and then turned and headed north up Howe Sound towards Squamish,”
added Grantham. “Truly a pretty neat experience.”
Grantham was able to capture the dolphins on film and later uploaded the video to the web. In the
days that followed the video was picked up by local news outlets, including CBC, the Vancouver Sun
and Huffington Post BC, as well as international media, including the Belfast Telegraph and Singaporebased publications. Great exposure for RCM-SAR and an amazing experience for the West Vancouver crew!
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New Tax Credit to Benefit RCM-SAR Members
Over the past two years, our Past President and current National President
Randy Strandt has been lobbying the
federal government to provide the same
tax incentive and recognition to our
marine and land SAR crews as are provided to our volunteer fire/rescue crews.
Recently, Randy’s efforts paid off and
RCM-SAR, CCGA (Canadian Coast
Guard Auxiliary), GSAR (Ground
Search and Rescue) and CASARA
(Civil Air Search and Rescue Association), all volunteer agencies providing
SAR services over sea, land and air, now
come under the same tax legislation as
the volunteer fire/rescue crews.
This tax credit is in recognition of
our volunteers who will now have the
opportunity in many cases (when they
do their taxes) to see that the people of
Canada appreciate their efforts.
The changes in the Volunteer Tax
Credit are summarized as follows:
1. Volunteers who perform in excess of 200 “Eligible Hours” in a calendar year can now claim a $3,000 non-refundable tax
credit on their personal tax return at a credit rate of 15%, resulting in a tax saving of $450.
2. This tax saving is available for the 2014 tax year and beyond.
3. The tax credit is non-refundable, meaning that members need to have a taxable income and tax payable in the calendar
year to claim the tax credit.
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4. Eligible hours include:
• responding to and being actively on call for SAR and related emergency calls. (Simply carrying a pager does not necessarily qualify. You must actually be on call as duty crew),
• attending meetings held by the organization, and
• participating in required training related to SAR activities.
5. Members must provide Canada Revenue with a certificate (a supporting letter) supporting the 200 hour claim if requested (i.e., if audited). This certificate must be provided by a “team president or other individual who fulfills a similar role.”
In the case of RCM-SAR, this person in most cases would be the station leader.
6. Members should rely on their station and RCM-SAR to determine the number of volunteer hours of eligible service
they have completed within the calendar year. The policies and procedures of the organization (RCM-SAR) would be
applied in determining the number of claimable hours that the member was on call or performing related tasks.

RCM-SAR/Coast Guard joint training exercise, Fleming Beach (Victoria), January 21
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Primary and Secondary Hours
Volunteer hours are divided into two categories: primary and secondary. Primary hours include SAR
calls, on water and classroom training, patrols, station meetings and on-call duty crew time. Primary
hours must account for more than 50% of the 200 required hours (i.e., at least 101 hours). Secondary
hours can make up the remainder of the requirement and include time spent providing other services to
the organization such as delivery of boating safety presentations, maintenance, administration and community events.
It is important to note that to count on-call hours, the volunteer must be considered a dedicated
duty crew such that the crew member must attend to a SAR tasking if called. An example is a situation
whereby a station has assigned duty crew for periods of time (e.g., weekends, evenings) and this crew is

This tax credit is a great
recognition for our
volunteers who will
have the opportunity
in many cases to be
reminded at least once
a year (as they do
their taxes) that the
Government and people
of Canada appreciate
their efforts.
Excerpt from CCGA National
Council Guidelines
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expected to respond during that time. To confirm, it would not include situations whereby a crew member is on standby such
that he/she is able to respond but doesn’t have to (e.g., additional crew who may be receiving pages and are allowed to respond
but not required to).
We expect that data put in the SMS (SAR Management System) concerning member’s activities will be an accurate guideline to assess most eligible hours. The exception to this is on-call hours, which we do not yet have a system for recording and
tracking. For the time being, it will be up to individual stations to be able to record these hours (if appropriate). We will be
providing station leaders with a letter template that they can use for reporting eligible hours each year.
For further guidance, the CCGA National Council has created a set of guidelines to be used in interpreting and reporting
this credit which will also be shared with all station leaders and others who are interested.
This is a significant step forward for all SAR volunteers, and we are certainly appreciative of the efforts of our national president.
Jim Lee
President
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RCM-SAR CLOTHING ORDERS
There may not be safety in numbers, but there is certainly speed when it comes to ordering
RCM-SAR clothing.
We are still getting the kinks out of our ordering system for hats, shirts, jackets and other
RCM-SAR branded clothing from Adcentives. There have been some considerable delays on
silk-screened items because the manufacturer requires orders of 30 or more in order to process
the request. With that in mind, stations may wish to organize larger orders for their members to
speed up delivery.
Order direct from: http://www.promoplace.com/24480/stores/RCMSAR.
The RCM-SAR office is not directly involved with clothing and gear orders, partly because we
do not have the staff to manage that function but mostly because handling orders could create
audit problems for us as a non-profit organization.
That said, the office does maintain a small inventory of stock for stations that need items urgently, such as for a short-notice public event. Contact Kelsa Sharratt at
kelsa.sharratt@rcmsar.com for assistance.
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Royal Canadian Marine
Search & Rescue
Day Missions

Night Missions

29

March 2014 Stats
RCM-SAR Stations

16

Vessels

83 = Mission Hours
673 = Exercise Hours
962 = Training Hours

1718 Total Hours

By Day of Week

Monday:

2

Tuesday:

6

Wednesday:

6

Thursday:

3

Friday:

5

Saturday:

15

Sunday:

11

...........

Volunteer Time:

........
........
........
........
........
.....

Members

43
70
1087

Missions
People
Assisted

45

8

..................................................................................................................................................
facebook.com/rcmsar

twitter.com/rcm_sar

www.RCMSAR.com
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If you would like to support RCM-SAR, please send the form below and your donation to:
Royal Canadian Marine Search and Rescue
6040 East Sooke Road, Sooke BC V9Z 0Z7
Thank you for helping to save lives on the water!
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