


Version: January 18. 2018 

Introduction 
 

Royal Canadian Marine Search and Rescue’s (RCMSAR) primary function is to support the Canadian Coast 
Guard’s federal marine search and rescue mandate. For all matters related to requesting support for federal 
marine search and rescue activities, the Victoria Joint Rescue Coordination Center is the tasking authority for 
RCMSAR assets. One of RCMSAR’s secondary functions is to be prepared to support local government and 
provincially mandated response agencies in support of their respective emergency jurisdictions on a request 
for assistance basis. 
 
This guide is intended to support community and provincial agencies in requesting assistance from RCMSAR. 
The authority to request RCMSAR assistance is based on the October 5th 2017 Emergency Humanitarian 
Assistance Memorandum of Understanding between Emergency Management BC and RCMSAR (attached). 
 
While EMBC is deemed the appropriate coordination agency for this support, it is understood that the 
support will be directed to authorized requesting agencies at the emergency site level. Annex A (Requesting 
Agency Matrix) provides further detail about these requesting agencies and applicable authorized activities 
and exclusions. Authorized activities are summarized as follows: 
 

(a) Inland waters Search and Rescue (SAR) and Ground SAR mutual aid; 
(b) On-water command, control and communications platforms; 
(c) On-water transportation assistance for EMBC approved responders and representatives to access 

incident or response locations; 
(d) On-water transportation assistance for personnel under the care of EMBC approved responders (e.g. 

BC Ambulance Service with patients under care); 
(e) On-water observation and reporting of emergency incidents and incident impacts to support 

situational understanding; 
(f) On-water safety patrols and emergency first aid; 
(g) On-water recovery of human remains; and 
(h) Personnel augmentation support to provincial, local governments and related community agencies 

(e.g. emergency social services, emergency operations centers, etc.). 
 
British Columbia may request assistance from RCMSAR in accordance with the activities identified above and 
at Annex A to the MOU. This MOU only applies to requests for assistance defined in Annex B (Request for 
Assistance Procedure). To ensure responsiveness to priority marine Search and Rescue tasks, RCMSAR 
stations are limited to provide support under the auspices of this MOU within 10 nautical miles of their home 
base location. Any support activities not described herein or requests exceeding this geographical limit must 
be approved on a case by case basis by the Representatives. 
 
Requests may be verbal or in writing (including electronic means). If verbal, the request must be confirmed in 
writing as soon as practicable. Requests should provide the following information: 
 

(a) a description of the emergency for which assistance is requested, the type of assistance required and 
an estimate of the expected duration that the assistance will be required; 

(b) a description of the amount and type of any additional equipment and supplies needed; 
(c) the administrative and logistical arrangements that will be put in place to support the operation 

(accommodations, feeding, medical, etc.); 
(d) the specific name and contact details of the on-scene commander to whom RCMSAR will be 

providing assistance; and 
(e) the specific place and time for staging and link up for the operation and a point of contact at that 

location. 



RCMSAR Station Asset and Equipment List 

 

RCMSAR has 33 active SAR Stations and over 50 dedicated SAR vessels ready to deploy 24/7 to support 
EMBC Requests for Assistance. (See attached “STATION CONTACT AND PAGING NUMBERS for a 
complete list of RCMSAR Stations). 

Every RCMSAR station must meet RCMSAR crewing standards before a vessel gets underway. The 
number of qualified crew changes based on vessel specifications, but all vessels, at the minimum, must 
have (1) qualified Coxswain and (1) qualified crewmember. All RCMSAR cabin vessels must have (1) 
qualified Coxswain, (1) qualified crewmember and (1) qualified new crewmember. 

ALL qualified coxswains and crewmembers must have valid and current Pleasure Craft Operators Card 
(PCOC), Radio Operators Card – Maritime (ROC-M) and Standard First Aid Level “C” with AED (SFA-C). 
 
Many RCMSAR Stations have members with higher levels of First Aid, but all must hold the minimum 
RCMSAR requirement.   

In general, all Coxswains have, in addition to the qualifications mentioned above, Canadian Coast Guard 
RHIOT certifications and Transport Canada Small Vessel Operators Proficiency (SVOP), Marine 
Emergency Duties Level 3 (MED A3), RCMSAR Coxswain Leadership Level II and III  

or 

RCMSAR Coxswain Leadership Level I, Level II and Level III 

RCMSAR’s dedicated SAR vessels are inspected annually by the RCMSAR Safety Audit Team and all meet 
the small vessel safety requirements by Transport Canada.  In addition to those requirements, all SAR 
vessels have Electronic Position Indicating Radio Beacon’s (EPRIB). 

All RCMSAR vessels must have specific SAR equipment on-board at-all-times while underway. Depending 
on the vessel type, a vessel may have additional equipment on-board.  

All vessels have: 

1. Standard First Aid kits with Oxygen (May have additional advanced First Aid equipment if 
members at the Station have higher level of training) 

2. Spine Boards (many have, in addition to spine boards, Stokes Floating Baskets) 
3. Automated External Defibrillator (AED) 
4. Vessel towing capabilities 
5. De-watering pump/fire suppressant hoses 
6. Damage Control Kits 
7. Search lights/spot lights 
8. Radio Direction Finder (RDF) 



9. Data Marker Buoy (DMB) – deployed in-water to track drift and speed 
10. Towline 
11. Radar 
12. GPS Plotter with Automated Indentification System (AIS) 
13. VHF radios 
14. Spare PFDs 
15. Vessel safety equipment (i.e. flares, oars, bailing bucket, etc..) 

 

RCMSAR Vessel Types 

Type II FRC Specifications 
 

• 33’ LOA 
• Crew up to 6 
• 870 hp Diesel Jet 

Boat 
• Self Re-Righting 

Design 
• Cabin 
• 7m significant wave 

height 
• Up to and including 

Beaufort 10 
 

Additional Equipment 
 

• Forward Looking 
Infrared (FLIR) 

• Davit crane for safer 
shoreside casualty 
extraction 

• BCAS secured 
stretcher capacity 

• Shock mitigating 
seats 

• Heat/Air Con 
control 

 
 

Type II FRC 
 
  

Type 1 FRC Specifications 
 

• 28’ 4” LOA 
• Crew up to 5 
• Twin 250 hp 

Outboard Engines 
• Manual Re-Righting 

Device 
• Shock-mitigating 

crew console 
• 4m significant wave 

height 
• Up to and including 

Beaufort 8 

Additional Equipment 
 

• N/A 

 
 

Type 1 FRC 



Shuswap FRC Specifications 
 

• 40’ LOA 
• Diesel Jet Boat 
• Cabin 
• Crew up to 6 
• Max. 30 persons 

 

Additional Equipment 
 

• Large forward 
survival cabin 

• Large working back 
deck 

• Heat/Air Con 
control 

 
 

Station 106 Shuswap FRC 
 

Other FRC Specifications 
 

• Vessels ranging 
from 23’ Zodiac 
Hurricane 733 to 25’ 
Titan T-Top to 34’ 
Titan 300 XL Cabin 
vessels. 

• Twin Outboard 
Engines 

Additional Equipment 
 

• N/A 

 
 

Titan 300 XL FRC 
 

 
 

T-Top FRC 
 

 
 

733 FRC 
 

 



Station Asset Location and Information 

Station Name Location Vessel(s) Comments 
Station 1 – West Vancouver Horseshoe Bay 1. Type II 

2. Type 1 
 

Station 2 – North Vancouver Second Narrows 
Bridge 

1. Type II 
2. T-Top 

 

Station 4 - Squamish Squamish 1. T-Top  
Station 5 – Crescent Beach Crescent Beach 

Marina 
1. Type 1 
2. T-Top 

Second vessel 
is shared with 
Station Delta 

Station 8 – Delta Point Roberts (USA) 1. Type 1  
Station 10 - Richmond Fraser River (Middle 

Arm) & Steveston 
Harbour Authority 

1. Titan 300XL Cabin  
2. Titan Delta 5 

Station has two 
locations. 
Middle Arm 
and South Arm 
on the Fraser 
River 

Station 12 – Halfmoon Bay Secret Cove & 
Porpoise Bay 

1. Zodiac Delta 5 
2. Zodiac 733 

Station has two 
locations. 
Sechelt Inlet 
and Secret 
Cove north of 
Sechelt 

Station 14 – Gibson’s Gibson’s Landing 
Harbour Authority 

1. Type 1  

Station 20 – Pender Island Browning Harbour 
Marina 

1. T-Top  

Station 25 – Salt Spring Island Vesuvius 1. Titan 753  
Station 27 - Nanaimo Brechin Boat Ramp 1. Type II 

2. Titan 249 ICE2 
 

Station 29 – Ladysmith Ladysmith Marina 1. Type 1  
Station 31 – Brentwood Bay Anglers Anchorage 

Marina 
1. T-Top  

Station 33 – Oak Bay Oak Bay Marina 1. Titan Delta 5  
Station 34 – Mill Bay Brentwood Collage 1. T-Top  
Station 35 – Victoria Ogden Point 1. Type 1 

1. T-top 
 

Station 36 – Sidney Canoe Cove 2. Type 1  
Station 37 – Sooke Sooke Harbour 1. Type II 

1. Titan 850 
 

Station 38 – Ucluelet Ucluelet Harbour 2. T-Top  
Station 39 – Port Alberni Port Alberni 1. Type II  
Station 43 – Port Alice Port Alice 1. Type 1  
Station 45 - Masset Masset 1. Zodiac 753  
Station 50 – Port McNeill Port McNeill 1. Type 1  



Station 59 – Deep Bay Deep Bay / Bowser 1. Titan 249XL Cabin Station also 
has owner 
operator vessel 
on Lasqueti 
Island 

Station 60 – Comox Comox 1. Type II 
1. 733 Zodiac 

 

Station 61 – Pender Harbour Madeira Park / 
Sunshine Coast 

2. Titan 249XL Cabin  

Station 63 – Kitimat Kitimat 1. Type II 
1. Polaris Delta 3 

 

Station 64 – Prince Rupert Prince Rupert 1. Type II 
2. Zodiac 733 

 

Station 65 – Lax Kwa ‘laams Lax Kwa ‘laams 2. Titan 249 XL Cabin  
Station 70 – Hartley Bay Hartley Bay 1. Water Taxi (Owner 

Operator) 
1. Water Taxi (Owner 

Operator) 

 

Station 74 – Gitxaala Dolphin Island 2. Titan 249XL Cabin  
Station 106 – Shuswap Sicamous 1. Type III 

1. Lifetimer 
 

  2.   
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Annex A -- Requesting Agency Matrix

* Non- Authorized Activities
- Fire suppression
- Diving operations
- Hazardous materials exposure

- 

Requesting Agency

Authorized Activity



Authorized Provincial
Agency requires 

RCMSAR assistance

Is the request an authorized 
activity? 

 
(See Annex A -- Requesting Agency Matrix)

YES NO

Contact ECC and request 
an RCMSAR asset 

for assistance.

Provide necessary info.
See box below

RCMSAR Station cannot 
proceed without RCMSAR

HQ approval/support

ECC contacts the relevant 
RCMSAR Station

(See Annex C) 

Annex B -- RCMSAR Request for Assistance Procedure

RCMSAR Station 
conducts initial Risk 

Assessment

NO GOGO

RCMSAR Station
contacts Requesting 

Agency Point of Contact

Link-up with Requesting
Agency POC
(as applicable)

NO GOGO

RCMSAR Station advises JRCC via Marine 
Communications and Traffic Services that 
they are supporting a Provincial Request for 
Assistance but remain responsive for higher 
priority taskings.

RCMSAR Station 
completes authorized 

activity

Advise JRCC RCMSAR
off task

Task # Assigned by ECC

RCMSAR Station
 conducts on-scene

Risk Assessment

RCMSAR Station return 
to home base

RCMSAR Station 
completes EMBC task 

report

Conduct joint 
after-action activities

Box 1 --  REQUESTS FOR ASSISTANCE

(a) a description of the emergency for which assistance is requested 
and of the type of assistance required;

(b) a description of the amount and type of personnel, equipment and 
supplies needed and a reasonable estimate of the expected duration that 
the assistance will be required;

(c) the administrative and logistical arrangements that will be put in 
place to support the operation (accommodations, feeding, medical, etc.);

(d) the specific name and contact details of the on-scene commander 
to whom RCMSAR will be providing assistance; and

(e) the specific place and time for staging and link up for the operation 
and a point of contact at that location.

RCMSAR Station confirms 
within 10nm restriction

Confirms ability to 
support request
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